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Abstract 
With primary implications for Lebanon, a country distinguished with the aid of its sectarian makeup and regional 

strategic importance, the Saudi Arabia-Iran contention has been a defining detail in middle jap geopolitics. The 

purpose of this study is to analyze how Lebanon's political, economic, and safety environment is suffering from the 

continuing electricity struggle between Saudi Arabia and Iran. As every ambition to boom its influence in Lebanon 

through backing opposing political parties and armed companies, specifically Hezbollah, which is subsidized via 

Iran, and the March 14 alliance, that is backed by Saudi Arabia, the competition among those local giants has taken 

the shape of proxy wars. The observe will take a look at how Lebanon's inner conflicts had been made worse by 

Saudi-Iranian rivalry, which has brought about instability in its already precarious political shape. It'll also examine 

the financial consequences, mainly as they relate to trade, funding, and resource, as both international locations use 

Lebanon as a battlefield to further their broader geopolitical desires. Moreover, the studies will compare the safety 

effects, inclusive of the risk of accelerated violence, and the part played by worldwide actors in elevating or 

resolving tensions. 
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Introduction 

With ramifications that go well beyond the bounds of the two nations, the competition between 

Saudi Arabia and Iran has lengthy been one of the most prominent geopolitical conflicts inside the 

center East. The political dynamics of the place are substantially shaped by means of this 

opposition, which has its roots in historical, sectarian, and ideological conflicts. The warfare isn't 

always only a sectarian one, although it more often than not puts Shia-majority Iran against Sunni-

majority Saudi Arabia. It also mirrors larger battles for authority, management, and have an impact 

on in the vicinity. Lebanon is a top example of the contention between those regional giants, which 

regularly takes vicinity in distinctive proxy conflicts around the center east. 

The Saudi-Iranian contention has always revolved round Lebanon, a tiny however strategically 

enormous state. Both Saudi and Iranian impact thrive inside the kingdom's complicated sectarian 

make-up, which incorporates tremendous Shia, Sunni, and Christian populations. Iran has fostered 

ties with Shia events, in particular Hezbollah, a violent company funded by using Iran, whereas 

Saudi Arabia has historically desired Sunni forces and promoted an extra slight, Seasoned-Western 

stance. Saudi Arabia's dominance in Lebanon has been immediately challenged through 

Hezbollah's ascent to prominence as a political and army force. 

Politics in Lebanon had been inspired via this competition, which has created a volatile and 

sometimes violent environment. Iran now plays a massive function within the larger local 

electricity conflict due to its participation in Lebanon, especially via Hezbollah. In evaluation, 

Saudi Arabia has supported Sunni political groups, including those related to the March 14 

Alliance and the Lebanese destiny movement, so one can offset Iranian have an impact on. The 

outcome is a sharply split political surroundings in Lebanon, where the regional warfare between 

those center Japanese superpowers regularly jeopardizes the country's stability and sovereignty. 

This competition has a ramification of ramifications for Lebanon. Outside intervention has, on the 

one hand, given various aspects important support, but on the alternative, it has deepened 

Lebanon's inner divisions and fueled political stalemate, sectarian violence, and financial 

instability. With Lebanon's precarious political structure appearing as a microcosm of the bigger 

center eastern conflict, the contention between Saudi Arabia and Iran isn't always only a struggle 

for nearby supremacy however also for the destiny of the state. 

Research Question: 

 How has the Saudi Arabia-Iran rivalry influenced Lebanon's political landscape, particularly in 

terms of sectarian divisions and power-sharing arrangements? 

 In what ways has the Saudi-Iran rivalry affected the security situation in Lebanon, especially 

regarding the role of Hezbollah and other armed factions? 

 To what extent has the Saudi-Iran rivalry in Lebanon shaped the country’s economic stability, 

foreign policy decisions, and relationships with other regional and international actors? 

Theoretical Framework 

One of the principal factors of middle Japanese geopolitics is the opposition between Saudi Arabia 

and Iran, which has important ramifications for Lebanon. It takes a multidisciplinary theoretical 

approach that contains elements of kingdom sovereignty, sectarianism, global members of the 

family principle, and the idea of proxy war to recognize how this competition impacts Lebanon. 

Further to thinking of how kingdom sovereignty and proxy struggle have shaped the political, 
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social, and security landscape in Lebanon, this framework specially attracts from theories of 

realism, constructivism, and sectarianism. 

Realism: Power Politics and Geopolitical Competition 

In worldwide relations, realist theory locations a robust emphasis on how national pastimes, safety, 

and power affect nation conduct. According to this viewpoint, the contention among Saudi Arabia 

and Iran is probably viewed as a combat for dominance and hegemony within the area. According 

to realism, states are essentially driven by way of the need to cozy their security and growth their 

energy, regularly at the cost of different humans. Saudi Arabia and Iran see their dispute as a larger 

geopolitical conflict for supremacy inside the Middle East rather than only a sectarian battle. 

This opposition is expressed in Lebanon through the backing of opposing militant and political 

groups. Saudi Arabia has made sizable investments to advance a moderate, pro-Western position 

in Lebanon and has lengthy sponsored Sunni political businesses. Iran, on the other hand, backs 

the Shiite militant business enterprise Hezbollah and uses it as a pawn to growth its strength in 

Lebanon. In line with realism, Lebanon will become a battlefield in the extra warfare for 

dominance among the 2 local powers, each of whom makes use of Lebanon's social, political, and 

military establishments to similarly its personal agenda. 

It’s far feasible to interpret Saudi Arabia and Iran's participation in Lebanon as a continuation of 

their larger conflict for supremacy. Each country has the risk to task authority in Lebanon because 

of its positive function, religious diversity, and tricky sectarian shape. Realists contend that the 

proxy war waged through overseas powers such as Saudi Arabia and Iran undermines Lebanon's 

sovereignty via preventing the country from workout entire manipulate over its internal affairs. 

Constructivism: Identity, Ideology, and Sectarianism 

Constructivism emphasizes how concepts, identities, and convictions affect global affairs. It 

asserts that social systems and ideological elements that form a state's identification are just as 

vital in figuring out country behavior as cloth electricity or protection considerations. The tension 

inside the Saudi-Iranian opposition stems from each fabric electricity and religious and ideological 

identification. 

With Saudi Arabia status for Sunni Islam and Iran for Shia Islam, the rivalry has its roots in 

sectarianism. This break up is a mirrored image of diverse worldviews, political ideologies, and 

center East visions extra than just a theological dispute. Iran sees a center East in which Shia Islam 

is more and more accepted and where its Islamic revolutionary philosophy extends at some stage 

in the region, even as Saudi Arabia sees a Sunni-dominated, slight Arab world that is consistent 

with the West. 

The conflicting impact of Saudi Arabia and Iran over the Sunni and Shia communities of Lebanon 

is the maximum apparent instance of this ideological battle. The character of Lebanon's inner 

disputes has been influenced through the Sunni-Shia department, which isn't always simply 

theological but also social and political. Saudi Arabia's financial and diplomatic support has 

historically supported Sunni forces and the Lebanese nation, while Iran-sponsored Hezbollah has 

located itself because the protector of the Shia community in Lebanon. Constructivism highlights 

that the war for identification and ideological alignment in Lebanon is a war over the core standards 

that signify Lebanese society, now not only a battle for power. 

Lebanon has end up a microcosm of the bigger Sunni-Shia conflict in the center east due to this 

ideological conflict. It’s far impossible to comprehend the significance of sectarian identification 

in Lebanon politics without taking into account the ways that Iran and Saudi Arabia use these 
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identities to obtain their very own dreams. The cease impact is a sharply polarized political 

structure in which allegiances and alliances are often decided through sectarian ties and out of 

doors actors' ideological sway. 

Proxy Warfare and Lebanon's Role as a Battleground 

Proxy conflict is one of the primary ways that the Saudi-Iranian competition is expressed in 

Lebanon. Proxy wars are indirect conflicts in which local militias or factions are aided with the 

aid of governments or non-nation entities to combat on their behalf. Saudi Arabia and Iran have 

employed neighborhood actors, such as Iran-sponsored Hezbollah and Saudi Arabia-subsidized 

Sunni political companies, to project authority in Lebanon. 

Iran's use of proxy agencies to persuade the location is intently linked to Hezbollah's emergence 

as a effective political birthday celebration and armed forces. In addition to acting as Iran's navy 

operative in Lebanon, Hezbollah additionally initiatives Iranian electricity all through the Arab 

global. For Saudi Arabia, forming partnerships with Sunni political groups in Lebanon, like the 

destiny motion, facilitates to stability out Hezbollah's affect and, consequently, Iran's affect. 

Because of local actors' strength struggles, which often destabilize the kingdom, and the help of 

nearby powers, this proxy warfare has led to extended tensions and lethal clashes in Lebanon. 

This proxy battle has a full-size impact on Lebanon. Overseas-subsidized militias threaten 

Lebanon's sovereignty, and the country's sectarian energy-sharing authority’s structure makes it 

vulnerable to outside impact. Due to the Saudi-Iranian rivalry, the Lebanese human beings 

frequently go through the most from these confrontations, going via cycles of violence, political 

impasse, and monetary suffering. Because of proxy war, overseas powers now have extra have an 

effect on over Lebanon's political and military future than its personal humans do. 

State Sovereignty and Political Paralysis 

Kingdom sovereignty is a crucial concept in comprehending how the Saudi-Iranian competition 

affects Lebanon. The participation of outside parties undermines Lebanon's potential to act 

autonomously and make alternatives that serve the interests of the United States. The conflicting 

hobbies of Saudi Arabia and Iran, who use nearby political corporations to in addition their goals, 

often paralyze the Lebanese kingdom. 

Because of ongoing foreign meddling, Lebanon unearths it hard to set up strong governments as 

rival factions, every supported by way of a regional energy, shape coalitions and vie for 

dominance. The Lebanese political gadget is extremely sectarian, with electricity being distributed 

alongside non secular traces, which makes the political deadlock worse. there may be a protracted-

standing deadlock in Lebanon's political approaches in view that every spiritual organization has 

its own outdoor sponsor, along with Saudi Arabia for Sunnis and Iran for Shia. 

The growing electricity of non-country groups like Hezbollah, which has constructed its own 

political and military infrastructure with Iranian help and frequently functions independently of 

the Lebanese authorities, exacerbates this impasse. Due to this situation, Lebanon is now greater 

liable to outdoor impact and is much less capable of deal with its internal troubles, such as social 

unrest, corruption, and monetary difficulties. 

Discuss Three Entities: 

One of the most complicated and critical geopolitical issues within the middle East is the 

competition between Saudi Arabia and Iran, which affects no longer best the stability of the area 

however also the structure of the bigger worldwide order. Ideological, political, financial, and 
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sectarian problems are the principle drivers of Saudi Arabia and Iran's competition; these factors 

additionally affect their foreign policy and engagement in nearby wars. The effect of this 

competition on Lebanon, a nation that has lengthy served as a battlefield for these two regional 

giants because of its strategic location, intricate political structure, and sectarian composition, is 

amongst its maximum important functions. 

Within the framework of the Saudi-Iranian competition, this essay will address 3 entities and 

examine how every influences or contributes to the rivalry, with an emphasis on the way it impacts 

Lebanon. 

1. The Saudi-Iranian Rivalry: Origins and Drivers 

Despite the fact that the Saudi-Iranian rivalry dates back to the early 1900s, it received big traction 

following the Islamic Revolution of 1979 in Iran, which resulted in the elimination of the Shah 

and the status quo of the Islamic Republic led by using Ayatollah Khomeini. This incident created 

the conditions for a war of words between Iran, the chief of the Shia Muslim international, and 

Saudi Arabia, the leader of the Sunni Muslim global, and substantially changed the stability of 

energy within the location. This contention is fueled by way of several factors 

Ideological and Sectarian Divide 

The Sunni-Shia rift within Islam is the source of a deep ideological break up at the center of the 

Saudi-Iranian conflict. Saudi Arabia has historically placed itself as the head of the Sunni Muslim 

global because it is the mum or dad of Mecca and Medina, the two holiest locations in Islam. 

Following the Islamic Revolution, Iran have become a Shia theocratic country that supported Shia 

Muslims during the vicinity. Each country has rallied guide amongst their own sectarian 

populations and used spiritual doctrine to guard their foreign coverage. 

Regional Hegemony 

Iran and Saudi Arabia both see themselves because the center East's natural leaders and have 

worked to increase their sway over the region. Saudi Arabia has been capable of play a full-size 

position within the Arab international thanks to its wealth, which comes from its great oil reserves, 

and its role as the dominant Sunni Arab strength. In contrast, Iran has asserted it’s have an impact 

on, especially in the Gulf and the Levant, via using its significant populace, navy may, and strategic 

partnerships with companies like Hezbollah. 

Geopolitical and Economic Competition 

Giant geopolitical elements additionally play a role within the contention, particularly when it 

comes to crucial local wars and the manipulate of critical strength resources. The use of its oil 

exports as leverage in worldwide political and economic discussions, Saudi Arabia has been a 

staunch best friend of the United States and the West. Iran, alternatively, has been at odds with 

Western countries, especially because the hostage crisis in 1979 and the sanctions that observed. 

Iran has consequently tried to counter Saudi Arabia's sway inside the area and the sector, frequently 

by using endorsing businesses and movements that oppose guidelines or packages that are 

supported by way of Saudi Arabia. 

2. Lebanon as a Proxy Battleground 

The Saudi-Iranian contention has lengthy been fought in Lebanon because of its strategic region 

and its sectarian composition. The country is evidently a source of warfare for nearby international 

locations seeking to growth their have an effect on because of its internal religious divides, which 

might be on the whole between Christians, Sunni Muslims, and Shia Muslims. 
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Saudi Influence in Lebanon 

Traditionally, Saudi Arabia has maintained a full-size presence in Lebanon, mainly among Sunni 

Muslims. The Saudi kingdom's hobby in keeping the nearby power balance and thwarting Iran's 

increasing influence in Lebanon has driven its engagement inside the United States. Helping the 

Sunni political status quo, which includes the destiny movement, that's headed by means of the 

Hariri family and has been in step with Saudi desires, is one of the most essential approaches Saudi 

Arabia has exercised its have an effect on. 

Additionally, Saudi Arabia has given Lebanon a vast amount of monetary aid, specifically 

following the 2006 war between Israel and Hezbollah. The intention of this economic assistance 

has been to stabilize Lebanon's financial system and hold its alignment with Saudi coverage. 

However Saudi Arabia's electricity in Lebanon has been critically tested, mainly as Iran-backed 

Shia militant business enterprise Hezbollah has won power. 

Iran’s Influence through Hezbollah 

The Shia militant and political corporation Hezbollah, which was set up inside the Eighties with 

Iranian help, is arguably the maximum outstanding example of Iran's engagement in Lebanon. 

Hezbollah started out as a southern Lebanon guerrilla institution against Israeli occupation, but it 

has now grown into a sturdy political party that has a huge say in domestic issues in Lebanon. Iran 

has been Hezbollah's fundamental supporter, giving it cash, training, and army assist—all of which 

have helped the organization grow into a big pressure in Lebanon politics. 

Shared ideological and sectarian ties are the inspiration of Hezbollah's connection with Iran. Iran 

sees Hezbollah as a critical ally in its efforts to increase its strength in the Levant and as a manner 

to subvert Western and Israeli hegemony inside the location. Hezbollah without delay jeopardizes 

Saudi Arabia's pursuits in Lebanon and the Arab international at huge. Saudi Arabia has so 

attempted to weaken Hezbollah's political impact and diplomatically isolate it. 

The Role of Lebanon’s Christian Community 

The Christian network in Lebanon, which makes up a tremendous phase of the populace, is 

politically energetic and frequently finds itself embroiled inside the Saudi-Iranian competition. 

Depending at the political weather, the management of the Maronite Christian community, which 

has historically been a bedrock of Lebanese politics, has alternated between assisting Saudi Arabia 

and Iran. 

While some Christian corporations have maintained tight ties with Saudi Arabia, others have sided 

greater with Hezbollah and Iran. In current years, Christian political leaders in Lebanon have tried 

to strike a stability between their relationships with each international locations. The wider 

complexity of Lebanese politics, where no sect can rule without the backing of other others, is 

contemplated on this sensitive balancing act. Lebanon is an important battleground for each Saudi 

Arabia and Iran due to its political and sectarian department, which keeps the nation sharply split 

in loyalties. 

Impact of the Saudi-Iran Rivalry on Lebanon 

The Saudi-Iranian competition has affected Lebanon's political balance, financial status, and 

security environment in sizable and sundry ways. Lebanon's internal differences were made worse 

by way of the rivalry among these nearby powers, which has fueled sectarian tensions and made 

tries to shape an unmarried countrywide management more tough. 
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Political Instability and Sectarian Tensions 

By widening the sectarian gap, the Saudi-Iranian competition has exacerbated political instability 

in Lebanon. In Lebanon, political allegiances are regularly divided alongside sectarian lines, with 

Shia Muslims siding with Iran and Hezbollah and Sunni Muslims with the Saudi-sponsored future 

motion. Because political businesses regularly can't agree on essential subjects, this separation has 

made it challenging for Lebanon to establish a unified administration. 

Inside Lebanon's Christian network that is split between companies greater supportive of Saudi 

Arabia and people more inclined towards Hezbollah and Iran the competition has additionally 

prompted friction. As a result, Lebanon typically struggles to choose a president or set up a 

cupboard, developing some political surroundings characterized by way of deadlock. Lebanon's 

potential to deal with its monetary issues and carry out the specified adjustments has been 

hampered by using this political stagnation. 

Economic Consequences 

The Saudi-Iranian competition has additionally had a negative impact on Lebanon's economic 

system. Historically, Saudi Arabia has furnished Lebanon with a full-size amount of financial 

support, especially for the Sunni Muslim community. Though, Saudi aid has decreased as a result 

of Hezbollah-Saudi tensions and wider regional instability. Together with Lebanon's wider 

financial problems, this drop in financial assistance has left the nation grappling with excessive 

stages of debt, unemployment, and inflation. 

However, Iran has given Lebanon some monetary help, especially through its backing of 

Hezbollah. Following the 2006 struggle with Israel, Iran has additionally contributed to 

reconstruction paintings in southern Lebanon. However, Lebanon's dependence on financial help 

from both Saudi Arabia and Iran has put the state in an inclined role due to the fact it's far 

sandwiched among two rival nations that frequently placed their regional hobbies ahead of 

Lebanon's balance. 

Security Concerns 

Safety worries in Lebanon have additionally expanded as a result of the Saudi-Iranian contention, 

specifically in mild of Hezbollah's military prowess and robust relations to Iran. Lebanon has 

become an ability hot spot for additional violence because of Hezbollah's involvement in local 

crises, particularly in Syria. The group is a strong force however also a cause of instability due to 

its military prowess and ideological determination to Iran's local aim. 

Hezbollah's presence in Lebanon has induced tensions with Israel due to the fact the group has 

clashed with the Israeli navy on several events. On the same time, Saudi Arabia has sponsored 

anti-Hezbollah political corporations in Lebanon on the way to limit the employer's strength. As a 

result, Lebanon reveals itself torn by rival regional forces, every of whom has a stake in 

determining the route of the kingdom. 

Answer of the Question: 

How has the Saudi Arabia-Iran rivalry influenced Lebanon's political landscape, 

particularly in terms of sectarian divisions and power-sharing arrangements? 

Lebanon's political environment has been significantly impacted by the Saudi-Iranian contention, 

in particular in regards to strength-sharing agreements and sectarian tensions. The inspiration of 

Lebanon's political structure is a precarious sectarian energy-sharing arrangement in which critical 

government posts are distributed primarily based on religious corporations. despite the fact that 
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this machine seeks to keep harmony among Lebanon's various religious organizations, along with 

Druze, Sunni Muslims, Shia Muslims, and Maronite Christians, it has additionally become a focus 

for regional conflicts, maximum significantly the rivalry among Saudi Arabia and Iran. 

The sectarian split has grown due to Saudi Arabia and Iran positioning themselves as sponsors of 

diverse Lebanese sects. Historically, Saudi Arabia has backed the Sunni political elite, particularly 

the Hariri own family's destiny movement. Securing political and economic support for the Sunni 

network in Lebanon has been made viable in large element by the Hariri circle of relatives’ 

connections to Saudi Arabia. Iran, alternatively, has grown to be a large best friend of Hezbollah, 

a Shia terrorist enterprise that has increased its political and army clout in Lebanon. Saudi-backed 

Sunni hobbies have been directly challenged by Hezbollah's close links to Tehran and its 

considerable influence in Lebanese politics. 

Depending on their sectarian allegiance, Lebanese political groupings regularly help either Saudi 

Arabia or Iran, which has exacerbated the USA sectarian tensions. The divide among Sunni and 

Shia organizations has deepened, with Shia companies regularly extra receptive to Iran's regional 

aspirations and Sunni politicians and parties, which include the ones affiliated with the Hariris, 

opposing the expanding have an effect on of Iran and Hezbollah. 

Moreover, this competition has weakened Lebanon's strength-sharing agreements. Due to the fact 

sectarian leaders in Lebanon locate it difficult to construct governments that appease each inner 

and outside forces, political deadlock has emerged as the norm. As each Saudi Arabia and Iran 

compete for influence, frequently on the cost of country wide solidarity, this opposition has 

hampered efficient governance and reform. This has undermined the stableness and operation of 

Lebanon's democratic institutions and positioned the United States in a perpetual nation of political 

gridlock. 

In what ways has the Saudi-Iran rivalry affected the security situation in Lebanon, especially 

regarding the role of Hezbollah and other armed factions? 

Hezbollah and other armed companies have played a primary role inside the Saudi-Iranian 

contention's good sized have an impact on on Lebanon's protection scenario. Iran-subsidized 

Hezbollah has grown to be an effective navy and political force in Lebanon, even as Saudi Arabia 

has funded organizations that undertaking Hezbollah's hegemony. Tensions had been raised by 

using the contention between these nearby powers, which has expanded the probability of home 

unrest in addition to exterior confrontations. 

Hezbollah's ties with Iran has greatly influenced the employer's role in Lebanon's security 

surroundings. Iran offers Hezbollah with monetary assistance, weaponry, and military education 

as a Shia terrorist business enterprise, making it a formidable army pressure in Lebanon and the 

larger center east. Issues in Lebanon have been raised by way of Hezbollah's participation in local 

conflicts, mainly in Syria, wherein it has fought with forces subsidized by means of Iran to guard 

the Assad dictatorship. On the grounds that Israel considers Hezbollah to be a serious safety 

situation due to its extensive missile abilities, the institution's army moves have regularly dragged 

Lebanon into the middle of regional crises. 

On the grounds that Saudi Arabia has attempted to restriction Hezbollah's have an effect on, the 

Saudi-Iranian contention exacerbates Lebanon's security quandary. Saudi Arabia and its nearby 

allies view Hezbollah's increasing influence as a direct threat to their pastimes, mainly given 

Hezbollah's ties to Iran. In retaliation, Saudi Arabia has given monetary and political backing to 

anti-Hezbollah Lebanese factions, together with certain Christian and Sunni groups. As a result, 
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Lebanese politics have come to be fragmented, with political groupings and armed agencies 

frequently picking sides consistent with their local allegiances, which has elevated safety tensions. 

Similarly, Hezbollah's growing prominence as a robust, self-sufficient military entity within the 

kingdom has resulted from the competition, which has militarized Lebanese politics. Since the 

Lebanese authorities unearths it hard to keep manipulate of all armed factions, this threatens 

Lebanon's sovereignty. Lebanon is now vulnerable to extra instability from both inner and external 

sources, together with the capability for Israeli military action and the larger regional confrontation 

between Saudi Arabia and Iran, due to the tension among Hezbollah's increasing navy electricity 

and other factions preventing for have an effect on. 

To what extent has the Saudi-Iran rivalry in Lebanon shaped the country’s economic 

stability, foreign policy decisions, and relationships with other regional and international 

actors? 

A complex and perilous situation has resulted from the Saudi-Iran competition in Lebanon, which 

has had a tremendous effect on the state's foreign policy picks, economic balance, and ties with 

nearby and global actors. 

Economic Stability: The competition has had a giant impact on Lebanon's economy. Inside the 

beyond, Saudi Arabia has given Lebanon financial assist, especially for Sunni political companies, 

in addition to for infrastructure and tries to stabilize the economy. But, Saudi resource has reduced 

these days due to tensions among Iran-sponsored Hezbollah and Lebanon's Saudi-backed forces. 

As an example, in component because of Hezbollah's impact in Lebanon, Saudi Arabia halted aid 

to the Lebanese navy and security forces in 2017. Lebanon has turn out to be increasingly 

dependent on Iranian economic assist as an end result, despite the fact that Iran's aid is constrained 

by means of both international sanctions and its very own monetary difficulties. As an end result, 

Lebanon's financial system is in disaster, with high unemployment, inflation, and public debt all 

exacerbated through a dearth of foreign investment and resource 

Foreign Policy Decisions: The competition among Saudi Arabia and Iran has an extensive effect 

on Lebanon's foreign coverage. Political organizations in Lebanon are divided alongside sectarian 

lines; Shia corporations, along with Hezbollah, support Iran, even as Sunni companies are usually 

in desire of Saudi Arabia's rules. It has been tough for Lebanon to have a unified overseas method 

due to this cut up. Regarding its dating with Syria, as an example, Lebanon has found itself in a 

precarious scenario. Iran has sought to strengthen the Syrian regime, while Saudi Arabia has 

backed efforts to isolate it. Hezbollah's pro-Iranian posture, which has damaged ties with Gulf 

international locations, specifically Saudi Arabia, has had a sizable impact on Lebanon's mindset 

at the Syrian warfare. 

Relationships with Regional and International Actors: The Saudi-Iranian competition affects 

Lebanon's interactions with each regional and international players. because of Hezbollah's 

growing power, the Gulf states—led by way of Saudi Arabia—have regularly been careful 

approximately Lebanon. They have in addition remoted Lebanon as a result of their decreased 

financial and diplomatic involvement. But, Lebanon has reinforced its connections with Tehran 

because of Iran's backing of Hezbollah, which has strained ties with Saudi-aligned Western 

countries, especially America and France. Due to this, Lebanon has been torn between rival local 

and worldwide powers, locating it tough to balance its delicate internal balance with out of doors 

influences. 

 



 

62 
 

Conclusion 

The Saudi-Iranian contention has had a giant and varied have an effect on on Lebanon, influencing 

its political, economic, and safety environments in ways that have produced both inner difficulties 

and outside pressures. With its elaborate sectarian structure, Lebanon has come to symbolize the 

bigger geopolitical battle among Iran and Saudi Arabia. With its roots in ideological, sectarian, 

and geopolitical issues, this rivalry has had a tremendous effect on Lebanon's internal electricity 

dynamics, escalating political unrest, monetary vulnerability, and sectarian tensions. It has also 

stimulated Lebanon's overseas coverage alternatives, frayed ties with regional and international 

gamers, and made the kingdom extra vulnerable to internal and outside conflicts. 

Sectarian Divisions and Power-Sharing Arrangements 

The complicated sectarian strength-sharing arrangement that underpins Lebanon's political device 

divides government posts alongside spiritual strains to be able to keep country wide concord. But, 

due to the fact that political groupings guide one of the two local powers, the Saudi-Iranian 

opposition has made those sectarian tensions worse. Inside the beyond, Saudi Arabia has sponsored 

Lebanon's Sunni political established order, especially the Hariri circle of relatives and the destiny 

movement. Iran, on the opposite facet, has polarized the political scene through assisting Lebanon's 

Shia network through its close connections with Hezbollah. With Lebanese political forces 

frequently interpreting the battle in phrases of larger regional strength struggles, this alignment has 

similarly solidified the Sunni-Shia department in Lebanon. 

Political stability in Lebanon has been weakened via the rivalry, which has brought on a stalemate 

in selection-making. With crucial posts frequently being held hostage by way of the conflicting 

agendas of factions subsidized via Saudi Arabia and Iran, the political system has failed to operate 

properly. As the numerous factions compete for electricity and have an impact on, this has ended 

in protracted intervals of governmental gridlock. Lebanon's capability to strengthen as an 

unmarried us of a has been impeded with the aid of its incapability to properly handle the pressing 

troubles of political trade, infrastructure development, and governance. 

Economic Instability 

It is not possible to overestimate the financial impact of the Saudi-Iranian competition on Lebanon. 

As the competition has intensified, Lebanon, that is already suffering with a complicated 

combination of debt, corruption, and inefficient governance, has needed to cope with similarly 

problems. Saudi Arabia has lengthy been a chief supply of economic aid for Lebanon, giving the 

Sunni network a protection net and investment to promote economic boom. Saudi Arabia has, but, 

retracted its backing for Lebanon, particularly under the Hariri own family, which it had lengthy 

backed, as Hezbollah's electricity has accelerated underneath Iran's patronage. 

As an illustration of the widening divide among the Gulf monarchy and Hezbollah's expanding 

power in Lebanon, Saudi Arabia halted $three billion in price range meant for the Lebanese army 

in 2017. Lebanon is now in a risky financial position due to Saudi Arabia's reduction in financial 

aid and its developing reliance on Iranian aid. Iran has given a few help, in particular with the aid 

of supporting Hezbollah, even though its economic resources are confined with the aid of global 

sanctions and its personal economic difficulties. 

Security Concerns and Armed Factions 

The Saudi-Iranian rivalry in Lebanon has arguably had the maximum obvious and dangerous 

impact at the kingdom's protection. Iran has given Hezbollah large monetary and navy backing, 

which has expanded the organization’s impact in Lebanon's security surroundings. Hezbollah 
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started as a resistance group in southern Lebanon in opposition to Israeli occupation and has on 

account that grown right into a sizeable military and political force with sway now not best in 

Lebanon but additionally in the course of the region. 

Lebanon's Foreign Policy and International Relationships 

The Saudi-Iranian competition has also had a full-size effect on Lebanon's foreign policy. The 

country has had to undertake a careful balancing act in its exterior connections even as it navigates 

its internal sectarian department. Saudi Arabia has long been Lebanon's fundamental Arab best 

friend, presenting army, monetary, and diplomatic help to offset Iran's increasing have an impact 

on via Hezbollah. However, Hezbollah's power in Lebanon has turn out to be increasingly obvious 

in the USS foreign policy. 
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